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BIG RIG
Merritt High School, March 2016

Music 
News 

by Daniel Hernandez 

 The JH and HS 
Choir will host a 
concert on April 26 @ 
7:00 P.M.  The following 
day, April 27, the 
Elementary programs 
will begin with 1st and 
2nd grade at 9 A.M., 
and at 10:30 A.M. the 
Pre K and K+ will start 
their program. Third 
and 4th grades programs 
will begin at 12:30 P.M., 
followed by 5th and 6th 
programs at 2 P.M.

Building Update 
by Tristan Dornon

The construction is still underway and 
everything is going great. Currently, the only 
construction that can be seen is the bricking, 
which still has a way to go. However, on the 
inside it’s a completely different story. Several 
things are being installed and worked on, such as 
the air-conditioning and heating systems. Not 
only that, but the sprinklers and other fire 
suppression equipment is also being put in. The 
workers are still ahead of schedule, so the time 
period in which the crew should finish is still 
projected to be in early June.
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 PAUL SEXTON
by Kurtis Pittman 

Mr. Sexton is our science teacher for the remainder of the school year. You 
may remember him. He taught here previously during the 2009 school year. Before 
he started teaching at Merritt he was a teacher and substitute at Butler. When he 
substituted at Butler he worked in all the classes, even gym class. This was 
because of the small number of staff there. When asked what he enjoys doing for 
fun he said, “I enjoy reading, teaching, and mowing lawns because mowing can 
make you a lot of money.” Mr. Sexton has a great sense of humor and really enjoys 
expressing that to his students. We are glad Mr. Sexton is here!
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Mrs. Smith’s  
Second Grade 

Science 
By: Bobii Schreck 

The 2nd grade kids love to explore the 
world of science. They visited the Ag barn 
after they finished reading Charlotte’s Web. 
They have also studied insects, including 
ladybugs and bees. They learned how a 
bee hive operates. They were able to visit 
the green room. They got to use the 
3-D printer. and were able to study parts of 
a bee using the ZSpace. For the rest of the 
month they will be learning about the water 
cycle.

Mrs. Shepard’s  
5th and 6th 

Grade Science  
By: Bobii Schreck 

The sixth graders had fun dissecting owl 
pellets and then making their first trip to the 
Zspace to dissect an owl pellet virtually. They 
began their chicken hatching activities after 
Spring Break. The eggs were provided by 
some of the 6th graders that raise chickens. 
They're going to finish up the year by learning 
about earth science.

The fifth graders have been busy studying for 
the state test. They stared this semester 
watching live feed from Berry College in 
Georgia. The college has an eagle’s nest on 
their campus and through the live feed they 
were able to watch an eagle lay two eggs. 
The kids thought it was awesome to watch 
the eagles taking turns keeping the eggs 
warm and bringing food back to the nest. 
They say it was amazing to watch the baby 
eagles hatch and grow. 

They have learned many things about birds, 
in general. They also found time to squeeze 
in a little bit of the Iditarod.
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High School 
Baseball 

by Dakayta Boyd

Coach Wear believes his team has a hunger 
to win. They listen, they’re coachable, they 
wanna make him happy. He thinks coaching 
here is a lot different from his last school. He 
believes he has a lot more support from the 
fans, parents, and even other coaches. 
Coach Wear and his team have discussed 
their goals for this year and the years to 
come. One of their goals is to make it to the 
state tournament. He believes that Merritt is a 
football school and we are playing with a lot 
of baseball schools that play in the fall and 
spring. If the team can compete against those 
teams, then they can make a name for the 
themselves.

High School Softball 
by Dakayta Boyd 

Coach Owen is excited about this year’s season. He believes they 
had a fair fast pitch season, and hopes for the same or better in slow 
pitch. Coach Owen and the team are excited to see what this year has in 
store. The seniors are Karli Droke, Courtney Reyes, and Logan Thetford.

Logan Thetford:  Throughout your years of softball, What is one thing that 
will always stick in your mind?
“ I’m going to remember the bond I had with my team, and the way we 
pulled as a team.”

Courtney Reyes:  Who is your biggest role model? Explain.
“Kent Murphy, because he hits dingers and is a great inspiration.”

Karli Droke:  Do you hope to leave a legacy with your team after you 
graduate? Explain.
“Yes, I hope to leave a legacy to always work hard, and to stay 
committed to your teammates and coaches.”
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HS and JH Track 
by Bobii Schreck 

     High school track members are Ravin Ray, Tyler Fowler, Zack Beals, 
Ashley Carr, Kelsey Ferris, Noah Ligon, Nikki Martin, Madison Rutherford, 
Tara Hagens, Ryan Florea. 
 Junior high track members are Rowdy Pruitt, Aydin Chatfield, Carson 
Rutherford, Lexus Criswell, Corbin Davis, Dalen Smith, Jesse Flaming, 
Gracie Donaldson, Joshalynn Sanders, Dalton Monroe, Klaudie Porter 

Merritt Track 
2016 

   March 24 -Thurs. - Hobart - HS/JH

March 28-Mon. - Thomas - JH

April 1 - Fri. - Thomas - HS

April 4 - Mon. - Okeene - 7/8th

April 5 - Tues. - Fairview - HS

April 8 - Fri. - Okeene - HS

April 12 - Tues. - Altus - 7/8th

  April 15 - Fri. - Laverne - HS 

  April 23 - Sat.- Watonga - HS 

  April 26 - Tues. - Weatherford - HS 

  April 30 - Sat. - Regional Meet - TBA 

  May 6-7 - Fri.-Sat. -  

  State Meet at Carl Albert - HS 
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Powerlifting  
Team News 

by Daniel Hernandez 

The Powerlifting Team attended the Northwestern 
Regional Weight Meet at Clinton on March 5. Junior Devin 
Stephens placed 1st in the 181 lb. weight class and received 
a plaque for most outstanding bench press at the Regional 
meet and also qualified for the State Finals. Junior Chase 
DeRocher placed 5th in the 181 lb. weight class at Regional 
and also qualified for State. Sophomore Jace Silk placed 5th 
at Regionals in the 145 lb. weight class and Freshman  Aydin 
Chatfield placed 2th in 145 lb. class. On March 12 at the 
State Finals, Devin Stephens placed 3th in his weight class, 
Chase DeRocher placed 5th in his class, and also, Aydin 
Chatfield placed 5th in his weight class.  
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FCCLA 
by Jacky Olivas

The FCCLA state 
convention will be held in 
Oklahoma City on April 8th. 
That same day the FCCLA 
group is also going to eat in 
Bricktown and afterwards 
will go to Frontier City. 

Time Warp 
by Judith Bollinger

Each spring SWOSU at 
Sayre hosts a writing and 
research competition for high 
school juniors in Western 
Oklahoma.  This year's topic was 
"Strangers from Strange Lands." 
The students were shown video 
clips of historical events that 
would relate to this topic; for 
example, the landing on the 
moon.  They were then given a 
list of topics to choose from to 
write about and were given three 
hours to research and write about 
their chosen topic.  The top three 
writers were awarded 
scholarships.  Emily Miller placed 
first and won a $600 scholarship.  
Congratulations, Emily!

2016 SWIM 
Results 

Algebra 1- Aaron Ligon - 3rd place
   Physics - Tristan Dornon - 3rd place

News Editing - Tristan Dornon - 3rd place
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North Fork  Electric 
Youth Tour 

by Judith Bollinger

Northfork Electric Cooperative in Sayre sponsors a 
Youth Tour contest each year to select two juniors from our 
area to represent their cooperative in Washington, D.C. This 
is done throughout the U.S.  This year, it was narrowed down 
to a group of four by an essay contest, and then the winners 
were chosen by an interview in front of a panel of judges. Our 
school has been participating in this contest for many years, 
and we have been very successful.                                       

This year, Ashlee Carr and Tristan Dornon will be 
representing Merritt High School and Northfork Electric 
Cooperative in Washington! Congratulations to you both!!

If you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns as well as 
any pictures please contact us at 
merrittbigrig@aol.com

mailto:merrittbigrig@aol.com
mailto:merrittbigrig@aol.com
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FFA NEWS 
by Sally Schoenhals 

National FFA week was February 22-26. Grades eight through twelve participated. 
Everyday, throughout the week, different grades did a scavenger hunt that the officer team 
sponsored. Thursday, February 25th, the officer team spoke on KECO radio station. 

The Beckham County livestock show was February 28th through March 1st. Exhibitors 
participating in the Oklahoma Youth Expo started March 9th, by going to the city and building 
pens. Students with gilts went up March 10th and showed the eleventh and twelfth. Students 
with barrows went up March 13th and finished up March 17th. Merritt livestock exhibitors 
worked hard this week and it paid off. Logan Thetford came in third with her Duroc gilt, third with 
her Hamp barrow, and two seventh places with her Cross gilts. Mikiah Carnes came in seventh 
with a Hereford gilt and tenth with a Cross gilt. Laramie Thetford placed fifth with her Shorthorn 
heifer. Tristan Dornon placed eighth with a Simmental. Nick Dornon placed second with his 
Shorthorn plus. Emilee Dornon placed fifth with her Maintainer. Caitlyn Harris placed sixth with 
her Simmental. Jace Hamiton placed second with his Charolais. Micah Harris placed eleventh 
with her Commercial. Joshua Harris placed third with his Mini Hereford. Corbin Price placed 
ninth with his Simmental percentage. Davin Price placed third with his Simmental percentage. 

Upcoming FFA events include State Convention which will be held April 26-27. The FFA 
Work Sale will be held on April 5th. Ending the school year, the FFA banquet will be held on 
May 3rd. Summer activities that are planned will be in next month’s paper. 
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March Students 
of the Month  

by Dakayta Boyd

  7th grade- Ainsley Brewer

  8th grade- Lindsey Wells

  9th grade- Adam Gibbins

 10th grade- Kurtis Pittman

 11th grade- Rylan Jones

 12th grade- Riley Forrester

March Oilers  
of the Month 

Jr. High Oiler of the Month- Ainsley Brewer

High School Oiler of the Month- Logan Thetford


