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Mrs. 
Rundle
by Sally Schoenhals

On April5th, 
Mrs.Rundle, Merritt’s 
Assistant 
Superintendent, was 
seclected by her 
peers  to receive the 
2016 District 
Assistant 
Superintendent 
Award. It came as a 
shock to Mrs.Rundle. 
She had no idea she 
would receive this 
award. We at Merritt 
are very proud of her 
accomplishments. 

1st graders  
place 3rd! 

by Dakayta Boyd

Merritt school would like to congratulate Jennifer 
Sanders and her class for the exceptional work they have 
done on their class bulletin board. With the help of a parent, 
Devyn Galmor, Mrs. Sanders’ first grade class created a 
bulletin board for Ag in the Classroom in December. The class 
placed 3rd in the state and Mrs. Sanders was invited to the 
State Capitol on March 30th to accept an award on National 
Ag Day. The class was also given a pizza party. In addition to 
being awarded by the state we would like to say how proud 
we are of both Mrs. Sanders and her class for a job 
exceptionally well done! 



 

High Performing         
School of 2015                                                                 

by Judith Bollinger

Merritt High School was recently recognized for being a high performing 
school for the 2014-2015 school year.  This is the third year in a row that we 
have received this designation.  There were onl 199 out of 1795 schools that 
were recognized for this school year.  Joy Hoffmeister, Oklahoma State School 
Superintendent, wants to recognize and congratulate all high performing 
schools in the state.



Justine 
Courtney

by Tristan Dornon

This month, one of Merritt 
School’s junior students has 
received noticeable attention for 
her exceptional work. That 
student, being none other than 
Justine Courtney. Justine has 
recently been named a National 
Technical Honor Roll Student. 
This means that while attending 
cosmotology classes on the 
Western Technology Center 
campus in Sayre, Justine has 
managed to keep her average an 
A all semester, as well as missing 
less than three days of school. 
Only four other students in 
Justine’s entire class were able to 
also win this award. Along with 
getting her picture taken, Justine 
also received a certificate, a 
graduation cap tassel, and a pin 
on her smock.

Sydney   
Tew

by Judith Bollinger

We would like to 
congratulate Sydney Tew on 
winning second place in 
cosmetology in the state 
competition.  Sydney attends 
Western Technology Center in 
Burns Flat.  She is a senior this 
year.

Sydney also competed 
last year in this same competition 
and placed first.  Congratulations 
Sydney on a job well done! 

If you have any questions, comments, 
or concerns as well as any photos 
please contact us at : 
merrittbigrig@aol.com

mailto:merrittbigrig@aol.com
mailto:merrittbigrig@aol.com


Mrs. Sullivan’s 
class 

by Daniel Hernandez

We are so proud of Mrs. Sullivan’s 
5th/6th graders for the hard work given by 
each student. We truly have the best 
students at Merritt! In 5th grade, they 
focused on three modes of writing for the 
state writing test in February: Narrative, 
Expository, & Opinion/Persuasive. In 6th 
grade, they practiced locating resources, 
typing skills, and grammar with the use of 
their Chrome Books to complete writing 
assignments. 

In March, 5th graders went on a field 
trip to OKC to see Thunder Blue. Mrs. 
Sullivan would like to give thanks to all the 
parents for their help and support during the 
2015-16 school year.

Mrs. Splawn’s  
class 

by Sally Schoenhals 

April has been an exciting month in 2nd 
Grade! It began with a day full of attempted 
tricks and your fair share of "your shoe is 
untied!" Little did they know, the students 
provided the perfect introduction to a review of 
prefixes and suffixes. We continued to review 
in preparation for our upcoming Alpha Plus 
Summative Tests. Now that we have 
completed these test, we can breath a sigh of 
relief!

They enjoyed their field trip to the Altus 
Air Force Base where they were able to tour 
parts of the training facilities and board a few 
airplanes as well. The students were well-
behaved and returned home with many 
memories.

As the school year comes to an end, 
they are looking forward to some extra fun 
events, such as their Spring Music Program, 
Elementary Track Meet, and their trip to the Elk 
City Park.



 

Art/Speech 
& Drama News 

by Bobii Schreck

The Merritt HS art class is doing 
photography. The Merritt JH just finished 
monochromatic self-portraits; they are now 
working on collages. Speech/ Drama are 
helping the 4th-6th grades get ready for their 
play called Twelve Angry Pigs, which will be 
performed May 16, 2016. 

SWIM  
Results 

by Bobii Schreck 

Tristan Dornon placed third in news 
editing, and he also placed third in physics. 
Aaron Ligon placed third in Algebra I. Swim 
stands for Southwestern Interscholastic 
Meet which was held in Weatherford on 
March 24, 2016. Merritt has a long history of 
attendance to this meet.

Starbase 2016 
by Dakayta Boyd

Merritt 5th graders had the opportunity to attend 
Starbase this year. Starbase is funded mainly by the 
Department of Defense but with the help from Oklahoma 
Space Industry Development Authority (OSDIA). It was 
brought to Western Oklahoma to serve our schools. 
Starbase headquarters is located in Burns Flat and is 
under the direction of Don and Jaquetta Gunter.

According to Starbase, the Department of 
Defense the Starbase program focuses on elementary 
students in the fifth grade. Starbase is a six week 
program where students attend one day a week. The 
goal is to motivate students to explore science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) as they 
continue their education. This program engages students 
through the inquiry based curriculum with its “Hands-on, 
Mind-on” experimental activities. We have studied 
Newton’s Laws and Bernoulli’s Principle; explored 
nanotechnology, navigation and mapping. Mrs. 
Shepherd’s students have been truly captivated by 
engineering as they have used the computer to design a 
space station. Math is embedded throughout the 
curriculum as students use metric measurement, 
estimation and data analysis to solve questions. 
Teamwork is stressed as they work together to explore, 
explain, elaborate, and evaluate concepts.



FFA Blood Drive 
By: Bobii Schreck 

The FFA blood drive was held April 21, 2016. We 
had over 30 people come in and donate blood. 
We would like to thank everyone that donated at 
our school’s annual blood drive. We would also 
like to thank the Oklahoma Blood Institute for 
coming to the school.

Labor Auction 
by Daniel Hernandez  

 On April 5, the Merritt FFA  hosted the 
Labor Auction.  They auctioned off several 
students to work for the buyers.  This year, they 
auctioned a swing and several horse shoe 
projects, most made into crosses.  The auction 
brought $19,000 to the chapter, Mr. Burns was 
very pleased with the outcome. 



Merritt 
Track 

by Tristan Dornon

This month the Merritt 
Track team has competed in four 
separate track meets. These 
include: Hobart, Thomas, 
Fairview, and Laverne. Their 
most recent being the meet at 
Laverne where the track team 
raced in the 100m, 200m, 400m, 
800m, the mile, and the long 
jump. Also, Tara Hagens, Raven 
Ray, Nikki Martin, Kelsey Ferris, 
and Klaudia Porter, together ran 
the 800m relay. “I should have 
stretched better to loosen my 
legs,” said Ashlee Carr, when 
asked if there was anything they 
thought needed work. “I need to 
work on my form running,” said 
Madison Rutherford. Although 
no one placed, every person 
said they had a great time and 
we are very proud of their hard 
work.

Darnell Autry 
by Jacky Olivas

Darcy Smith invited Darnell Autry, the former running back 
for Northwestern University to Merritt Schools.  After they 
graduated high school they continued to stay in touch. I did some 
research and according to a free encyclopedia website: Darnell is 
a former football player who played college football at 
Northwestern University. In his sophomore season, he helped 
lead the 1995 Northwestern Wildcats to the Big Ten Conference 
Championship and the 1996 Rose Bowl.
Darnell also appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated after a 
Northwestern victory over Penn State.

He was drafted in the 1997 NFL Draft where he had 
success playing for the Chicago Bears and Philadelphia Eagles.
Season Team Rushing

Avg TD Car
2000 Philadelphia Eagles 334Yds

3.0 3
1998 Philadelphia Eagles - - 
1997 Chicago Bears 319Yds

2.8 1
TOTAL 653Yds

2.9 4 224
Darnell talked to us about vision and success. He talked 

to Pre-K all the way to high school students.
“I want the kids to know that it takes a lot of work and 

focus to make dreams come true. If I can make it happen, then 
they can do it too,” said Darnell, when being interviewed by the 
Elk City  newspaper.



Golf 
By: Jacky Olivas 

We have had an awesome start to this year of having a Merritt Golf Team. 
Caleb Ligon picked up a golf club for the first time a couple months ago. He has put in a lot of time, hard 

work and dedication on these last few months. He’s played in four Jr High tournaments and improved each 
round. 

Travis Poole started playing a year ago and has really stepped up his game these last couple of months. 
He has improved a lot! As well playing in all four Jr High tournaments he has finished in the top four each time 
including a 2nd place finish in Marlow with an 87. That round he also recorded his 1st ever Eagle on a par 5. He 
holed out from 100 yards for a 3. Anyone who knows anything about golf knows this is not an easy feat. He 
spends countless hours on the course and has a tremendous work ethic. Now, his focus is on the summer 
tournaments. 

Haylee Poole has really just started playing in the last couple of months. She has also made a slight 
improvement since her first tournament. So far she has played in four tournaments, and her best finish is a tie 
for 4th in the Elk City HS Girls Invitational. She broke 100 for the first time. She has also put in some hard work 
and time to her game.

We are looking forward to seeing this Merritt Junior High and High School team flourish in the next 
couple of years. 

Haylee 
Aqua Canyon (Guthrie) - 117
Boiling Springs (Woodward) - 
112
Elk City - 98 ~ tied 4th
Kingfisher- 106 

Travis
Ft. Cobb - 103 ~ tied 3rd
Ft. Cobb - 47~ 4th
Marlow - 87~ 2nd 
Clinton - 93 ~ 3rd 

Caleb
Ft. Cobb - 127
Ft. Cobb - 64
Marlow - 124
Clinton -119 



Softball News 
by Daniel Hernandez

ARAPAHO-BUTLER (2A-# 9) @ Hammon 
Tournament
9-8 W
04/07/16
MOORELAND (3A-# 9) @ Hammon Tournament
2-0 W
04/08/16
MANGUM (3A-# 1)
0-14 L
04/11/16
@ THOMAS-FAY-CUSTER (2A)
10-1 W
04/11/16
@ THOMAS-FAY-CUSTER (2A)
13-1 W
04/12/16
CHEYENNE/REYDON (2A)
4-6 L
04/14/16 @ 1:00 PM
ARNETT (A-# 1) @ Arnett Tournament
No Score
04/14/16
SENTINEL (A-# 5) @ Arnett Tournament
5-4 W
04/15/16
HAMMON (A-# 18) @ Arnett Tournament
14-2 W
04/15/16
WOODWARD (6A-# 15) @ Arnett Tourney
14-17 L Final (OT/Ext)
04/18/16
@ CANUTE (2A)
5-7 L
04/21/16
CARNEGIE (3A) @ - OSSAA Regional 
Tournament
10-2 W
04/21/16
BOONE-APACHE (3A-# 17) @ - OSSAA 
Regional Tournament
1-3 L
04/21/16
@ BOONE-APACHE (3A-# 17) @ - OSSAA 
Regional Tournament
8-6 W
04/21/16
@ BOONE-APACHE (3A-# 17) @ - OSSAA 
Regional Tournament
7-6 W Final (OT/Ext)9-8 W

Date
Opponents
Scores/Win Loss
03/21/16
DUKE (A)
6-9 L
03/21/16
BURNS FLAT-DILL CITY (3A)
5-9 L
03/22/16
@ HAMMON (A-# 10)
2-4 L
03/24/16
SHATTUCK (2A-# 6)
1-9 L
03/25/16
CARNEGIE (3A) @ Elk City Tournament
2-11 L
03/25/16
GRANDFIELD (A-# 16) @ Elk City Tournament
13-6 W
03/25/16
WATONGA (4A) @ Elk City Tournament
11-0 W
03/25/16
WATONGA (4A) @ Elk City Tournament
11-0 W
03/26/16
FRONTIER (2A-# 7) @ Elk city
4-12 L
03/28/16
VICI (2A)
13-3 W
03/28/16
@ MOORELAND (3A-# 8)
0-5 L
03/29/16
@ SAYRE (4A)
17-2 W
03/31/16 @ 6:00 PM
ARAPAHO-BUTLER (2A-# 9)
Postponed
04/04/16
@ ARAPAHO-BUTLER (2A-# 9)
11-9 W Final (OT/Ext)
04/05/16
HAMMON (A-# 15)
9-3 W
04/07/16
SENTINEL (A-# 8) @ Hammon
8-4 W
04/07/16
ARAPAHO-BUTLER (2A-# 9) @ Hammon 
Tournament
9-8 W
04/07/16
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High School 
Baseball

 by Kurtis Pittman 

We have two lucky players on our team,and their 
names are  Sam Williams and Brody Umsted. They get a 
chance to be be just like a professional baseball payer. They 
get to practice like a professional, hang out with  
professionals, and play in tournaments with other kids and 
professionals. When asked what they wanted to get out of 
going on this trip, they said” We hope to learn more and get 
more experience in baseball”.

The way Sam and Brody got this opportunity is from 
Under Armour and Coach Wear. Under Armour was emailing 
Coach Wear that they were having a contest to get to come 
play and practice with the professional players.  He had Sam 
and Brody try out and they made it. In late June they will be 
going to Florida.

Brody is unsure as to whether he will get to go due to 
an injury.  Sam is trying to raise the money to pay for his trip.  
Any help would be greatly appreciated!



Teacher’s Of  
The Year 
By Sally Schoenhals

Merritt teachers voted on the 2016 teachers of the year award. Mrs. Judith 
Bollinger received our high school teacher of the year. Mrs. Bollinger has taught for 30 
years: 26 years at Merritt in High School Language Arts, 1 1/2 years at Sayre in the JH, 
2 years in Carter, and 1 year at WTC in Burns Flat. Mrs. Bollinger is married to Ed 
Bollinger. Their children are Jason Bollinger, who studies at OCU Law in OKC and Jacy 
Bollinger, who studies at SWOSU in the Radiology Tech Program. Mrs. Bollinger states 
“ I chose teaching as my career because I wanted to make a difference in the lives of 
others. Getting to spend most of my time around kids is a bonus.’’ 

Mrs. Christian Callaway received our elementary teacher of the year award. Mrs. 
Callaway has taught for 11 years. She has taught 10 years at Merritt in the Pre K and 
one year at Carnegie teaching Kindergarten. She's married to Cody Callaway who 
teaches sixth grade here at Merritt. She has two kids: Jude Callaway in second grade 
and Micah Callaway in kindergarten. She says her grandma inspired her to become a 
teacher.  She states “She taught me patience and creativity.” Mrs. Callaway also states 
“ A good teacher listens to and loves their students. You have to meet their needs 
before you can start teaching.”  

Both teachers received $500 dollars cash and $500 dollars worth of gifts. The 
teacher of the year awards were sponsored by Smith Insurance, Keyes Compounding, 
Great Plains National Bank, Bank of Western Oklahoma, First National Bank & Trust, 
The Dugout, Interbank, Trendy Trailer, Crooked Spur Boutique, The Attic Door, The 
Vouge, Elk City RV, The Country Dove, Simon’s Catch, Pedro’s, Bell Insurance, Troy 
Jones Equipment, Damron Jewelers, Hunter & Gibbins, CPA, L&R Tire Co., Hylton’s 
Flowers, R&R Quick Stop at Carter, Carter Cafe, Blue Jay Trucking, Jennifer Sanders’ 
Sentsy, Janie’s Garden Center, The Mix, Western Oklahoma Eye Care/Dr. Colby 
Roberts, Maurices, Luxury Day Spa, Tori’s Trimmin’ Trailer, Sonic, and Beyond The 
Pallet. 

Both award winners want to thank the school and the community for all of the 
support!



8th Grade 
 Salutatorian

Loren Ballard is the 14-year-
old daughter of David Ballard of Rush 
Springs, Oklahoma and Paige 
Baustert of Elk City, Oklahoma. Her 
grandparents are Fay and Clarence 
Ballard of Rush Springs and Jan and 
Steve Baustert of Kingfisher, 
Oklahoma. She has three sisters: 
Dava, Danielle, and Jaci. Loren is 
active in softball,basketball and 
enjoys listening to music and being 
with friends. Loren has attended 
Merritt for four years.

8th Grade 
Valedictorian

Jocelyn Thomas is the 15-year-
old daughter of Steven Johnson and 
Jodi Thomas of Elk City. Her 
grandparents are Mike Thomas, 
Sonya Judd, and Jeff and Emily 
Johnson. She has one brother, 
Hayden. She has attended Merritt 
school for four years, after moving 
here from Burnsflat-Dill City. She is 
active in softball and basketball. She 
enjoys being with her friends and 
family, going on vacation, and being 
outdoors.



High         
School 

Valedictorian 
Karli Marie Droke is the 18-year-

old daughter of Kim and Joe Brady and 
David Droke. She has one sister, 
Miranda and one brother,  Dalyn.

She has been a student at Merritt 
School since her sophomore year and 
has been on the honor roll throughout 
her entire school career. During her 
senior year, she was the Vice-president 
of her class, secretary of the FFA 
Chapter, and played softball. 

Karli is also active in FCCLA, 
student council, Oilers of Tomorrow, the 
academic team, and gifted and talented. 
In 2015, Karli represented Merritt as a 
Girls State delegate. Throughout her 
high school career she has worked at 
Granny Annie’s as well as been a 
member of the First Christian Church of 
Elk City, remaining active in the youth 
group. 

After graduating, Karli plans to 
attend Oklahoma State University in 
Stillwater and will major in accounting. 

High  
School 

Salutatorian 
Merritt’s 2016 

Salutatorian, McKayla Leann 
Doty, is the 18-year-old 
granddaughter of Juan and 
Connie Badillo of Sayre. She 
has attended Merritt School 
since the first grade, and has 
been on the honor roll 
throughout her entire school 
career. 

She participates in Oilers 
of Tomorrow, FCCLA, Gifted 
and Talented, student council, 
and  McKayla also attended 
Girls State in 2015. After she 
graduates she plans on 
furthering her education at the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
in Edmond to major in nursing.



April Students 
 of the Month 

by Jacky Olivas

April Oilers       
of the Month

7th Grade - Jordyn Garrett

8th Grade - Mackenzie Dyer

9th Grade - Haylee Poole

10th Grade - Brooke Fox

11th Grade - Emily Miller

12th Grade - Justus Garrett 

Junior High- Rylan Givens

High School- McKenzie Berg


