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BIG RIG 
Merritt High School, December 2015

Construction Update 
Caitlynn Rodriguez 

The construction for the Middle School building has come a long 
way since the beginning. The concrete was successfully poured and now 
the foundation is in place. On December 14th they started erecting steel 
for the building. The workers had a minor setback when the weather 
turned for the worst and everything froze. When asked, Mr. Daugherty said 
that the progress that has been accomplished is excellent. If everything 
continues to progress so well, the June 30 deadline will be met.
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Justin Herndon 
by Tristan Dornon

Justin Herndon is an outstanding student who has been recognized for his 
hard work and dedication by the administration at WTC (or Western Technology 
Center).  As stated by his Automotive Service Instructor, Justin was one of his top 
students who’s just as much a hard worker as he is a help to others.  Justin has 
impressed the administration, in spite of how challenging the program is, and 
through it has shown his extreme dedication to his education.  The WTC 
administration would like to express how proud they are of Justin and how they look 
forward to the many achievements they know he will have in the future.
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Mrs. 
Copeland’s 

class 
by Dakayta Boyd

Mrs. Copeland’s class is 
working on their standards this month 
and passing their Alpha Plus 
standards. The sixth grade class is 
working on multiplying and dividing 
fractions and decimals.  Mrs. 
Copeland said they are working hard 
and overall are doing a great job 
meeting their standards. Mrs. Choice 
is helping some of Mrs. Copeland’s 
math students with a program called 
Reflux Math.

Mrs. Phelps 
by Sally Schoenhals

Mrs. Phelps class did a unit on 
“The Giving Tree.”  They then took 
what they were thankful for and made 
trees out of it. 

In honor of the veterans, the 
students read a story of “The Poppy 
Lady”, drew pictures of poppies, and 
then wrote letters to their “hero”. 

Mrs. Phelps said, “I want to 
thank Merritt PTO and Facebook 
friends for voting for their door.”
“The pizza was awesome.”
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Mrs. Goodman’s Class  
by Peighton Timms 

Mrs. Goodman’s third grade class has just finished reading I Survived the 
Shark Attacks of 1916. They followed up their activity by finding facts about the 
historic event and creating a shark craft to display them. They will continue with 
the I Survived series by reading I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg. In recent 
weeks they have focused on 2D and 3D shapes; rounding and estimating; number 
patterns; comprehending fiction and nonfiction; and interpreting poetry. 

Mrs. 
Fletcher’s 

Class 
by Sally Schoenhals

Mrs. Fletcher’s class is learning so 
much! They are very excited about 
learning how to make nutritious soil. 
They have collected grass clippings 
and leaves and are watching them 
turn into dirt.
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Mrs. Husband’s 

by Peighton Timms

Many words describe Mrs. Husband’s third graders, but a few of them are: 
ambitious, compassionate, caring, and extremely loving.   This year in their class they 
are going beyond the third grade reading test, and not only preparing to be 
exceptional students, but they have also shown love and compassion to many.  They 
are excelling in all areas of a third grader’s life.  

To name one is how exceptional the students read and love their books.  Mrs. 
Husband is instilling in her students the love for a good book, and they even know her 
favorite place to shop are yard sales and thrift stores where she is always bringing in 
an amazing book find for her students. Some of her students favorite books that they 
have read so far are:  The Whipping Boy, I Survived books, The War With Grandpa, 
and Charlotte’s Web.  The class finished their Charlotte’s Web unit off with a Fair 
Food Fall party complete with corn dogs and sno-cones.  

Their love for books goes beyond the fun literature units.  The class as a whole 
has read and taken over 1,500 Scholastic Reading Counts book tests.  Their points 
total more than 600 books and over 2 million words.  Their favorite part of the day is 
DEAR time ( Drop Everything And Read). 

The class is far more than reading books, spelling words, and new algebra 
problems that they have learned as they prepare for the third grade state test.  They 
are compassionate and giving.  This year their class has stuffed more than 25 bags 
full of goodies for cancer patients and survivors.  They have brought winter clothes for 
students who did not have appropriate warm clothing and they bought gifts for a 
student on the angel tree.  

Mrs. Husband knows that all teachers believe their class is the best, but she 
knows she is blessed beyond belief with an amazing group of caring students.  “I 
have the best parents and students of any class, any grade, in all of America.  It 
makes teaching fun and worth every stress over the end of year testing.”  
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High School 
Basketball 

By: Bobii Schreck

 The High school girls basketball coaches are 
Coach Fletcher and Coach Owen. The high school 
win/loss record is four to zero. Both Coach Owen and 
Coach Fletcher say that the high school girls have a lot 
of potential, and are working very hard. The girls give 
great effort in practice, and all the girls are playing 
hard.  
 The High school boys basketball coaches are 
Coach Husband and Coach Roberts. The high school 
boys basketball teams win/loss record is three to one. 
Coach Husband says “The high school boys are off to a 
good start of the season.” Coach Husband also states 
that we have a lot of hard working players and lots of 
potential. Both coaches say that they hope to improve 
even more as the season goes on. 
  Don’t forget out our homecoming game 
December 18 starting at 6:30. We will also have the 
Merritt Classic which is January 7-9. We will have the 
Bi-County tournament in Elk City on the 21-23.
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Elementary School Basketball 
By Sierra Maddox

Basketball is an important sport at Merritt that is widely watched and loved by the 
supporters. Basketball is not only a sport for high school kids. Elementary school kids also love and 
work hard to play basketball. After talking to Coach Fletcher and Coach Husband, I found out that 
both, boy and girl, elementary basketball teams are working very hard. The coaches say that they 
are a great group of boys and girls who are improving greatly, following instructions well, and have a 
lot of potential. The coaches are excited for all the upcoming basketball games for these kids.  Make 
sure to come and watch the 4th grade play at Leedey at 4:30 on January 5 and the 6th grade play at 
Merritt at 4:30 on January 28.

JH Basketball 
by Valora Thomas 

JH Basketball is in full swing at 
Merritt. This year JH has won five and 
lost two games. Coach fFetcher sees 
potential in the JH and is ready for 
them to join the high school teams.  
They have home games on Jan 12th 
against Duke at 4:00, Jan 18th against 
Cheyenne, Jan 28th against Leedey, 
and Feb 1st against Sayre. The away 
games are Jan 25th @Canute, Feb 4th 
@Hammon, and Feb 9th @Arapaho. 
We will also be hosting the Bi County 
Tourney along with Cheyenne the week 
of Jan 14, 15,16. 
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Crystal Lopez 
By Daniel Hernandez 

Crystal Lopez is a new 10th grade student at Merritt. She is from Long 
Walk, Michigan. She moved her due to her stepdad’s work. She is the oldest of 
two younger sisters. She is into art and likes coloring and drawing. What she 
likes about Merritt is that it’s friendlier than her previous school.  Welcome, 
Crystal.  We are glad you are here!
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Organizational 
News 

by Jada Galley

FFA  

FFA is going to a Cheyenne Jackpot swine 
show on January 1.  It is open to all ages.

FCCLA 
FCCLA made handmade stockings, 

sweaters, and wreaths to take home for their 
holiday celebrations.  They are having a 
Christmas Party on December 19 in Mrs. 
Yarbrough’s room. Members will be having pizza 
and will be bringing gifts to play Dirty Santa.  You 
must be a FCCLA member to attend.

Student Council 
Student Council sold t-shirts for the 2015 

basketball homecoming.  Homecoming is on 
December 18, at 6:30 against Snyder. 
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December 
Students  

of the Month  
by:Dakayta Boyd

 7th- Rylan Givens

8th- Miranda Brady

9th- Ben Mills

10th- Hagen Simon

11th- Brett Custer 

12th- Caleb Damron

December Oiler 
of the Month 

By: Dakayta Boyd

High school- Ryan Mills

Junior High- Lexus Criswell

If you have any questions, 
comments, concerns, as well as any 
pictures, please contact us at 
merrittbigrig@aol.com

mailto:merrittbigrig@aol.com
mailto:merrittbigrig@aol.com
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Q. What kind of bird can write?
A. A pen-guin

Q. Why does Santa Claus like to work in the garden?
A. Because he like to hoe, hoe, hoe!

Q. What happened when the snowwoman got angry at the snowman?
A.She gave him the cold shoulder.
 
Q. How do sheep say Merry Christmas in Mexico?
A. Fleece Navidad!

Q. What is a snowman’s favorite lunch?
A. An Iceberger!

Q. What do you call a snowman party?
A. A Snowball!

Q. What do you get when you cross a snowman with a shark?
A. Frost bite!

Q. How is the Christmas alphabet different from the ordinary alphabet?
A. The Christmas alphabet has NO EL.

Q. What do the elves sing to Santa Claus on his birthday?
A. Freeze a jolly good fellow . . .

Q. What do you call a cat on the beach at Christmastime?
A. Sandy Claws! 

Q. Why did they let the turkey join the band?
A. Because he had the drum sticks.

Q. If athletes get athletes foot, what do astronauts get?
A. Missletoe!

Christmas Jokes and Riddles 
By Jacky Olivas
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cutouts bowl                                   
gingerbread mixer
peanut butter flour decorate
sugar frosting
eggs snack
rum balls snickerdoodle delicious mint dough
sweet nibble sprinkles
 fudge family
chocolate chip tray
Mexican wedding cakes baking
kitchen cooling
favorite cookbook

To find the answer to the trivia question, look for a word or phrase that is hidden in the puzzle, 
but not in the word list.
Trivia: This is one of the key ingredients in a snickerdoodle cookie. Answer: 
____________________

I created a survey and asked several students what would be their favorite gift for Christmas. 
The most popular ones were: money, socks, and being be surrounded by loved ones. My 
favorite response was “Getting college paid for.” 

Y E S Z F H G U O D H V F E T Z Z J S

S G C M K H U P E A N U T B U T T E R

I B S N I B B L E W F A M I L Y L T Q

G L T G G G I N G E R B R E A D A I N

F W U N N C D A K O O B K O O C K R L

C O O L I N G Z C N S N A O A I V O T

L B T O T M Z E R J O P D L T E X V I

S J U H S Z D U J M R R R C P N E A F

W S C H O C O L A T E C H I P C R F V

E G S K R L J N P K X E C G N I K A B

E G D U F S N A C K N E O Y C K B I C

T E G V G I M I X E R U M B A L L S Q

M E X I C A N W E D D I N G C A K E S

M I F C P S R V K R T Y T U E Y F G S

Christmas 
 Wordsearch  

By: Jacky Olivas

Baking Christmas Cookies


